Athenians in the classical period (508-322 b.c.) were drawn to an image of themselves as a compassionate and generous people who rushed to the aid of others in distress, both at home and abroad. What relation does this image bear to actual Athenian behavior? This book argues that Athenians felt little pressure as individuals to help fellow citizens whom they did not know. Democratic ideology called on citizens to refrain from harming one another rather than to engage in mutual support and emphasized the importance of the helping relationship between citizen and city rather than among individual citizens. If the obligation of Athenians to help fellow citizens was fairly tenuous, all the more so was their responsibility to intervene to assist the peoples of other states; a distinct pragmatism prevailed in the city's decisions concerning intervention abroad.
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Christ, Matthew Robert. My work on this book began in 2007, with the presentation of a paper titled "Altruism in Athenian Civic Values" at a symposium hosted by the University of Toronto. Since that time, I have presented parts of my workin-progress to audiences at Leiden University, University of Michigan, Ohio State University, Columbia University, and Northwestern University. I have benefited greatly from the suggestions and comments offered in these venues and am particularly grateful to Greg Anderson, Ryan Balot, Sara Forsdyke, William V. Harris, Kurt Raaflaub, Eric Robinson, Ralph Rosen, Ineke Sluiter, Bob Wallace, and Victoria Wohl.
I also want to express gratitude to my colleagues at Indiana University in the Department of Classical Studies and the Program in Ancient Studies who provided encouragement and insights as I worked on this project; to my family and friends for their kind support; and to Beatrice Rehl at Cambridge University Press and the anonymous readers of my manuscript, whose suggestions and criticisms were extremely helpful. The College of Arts and Sciences at Indiana University generously provided me with support for materials and other research costs.
Two of the chapters in this book are based on my earlier published work. Chapter I is an expanded and revised version of my article "Helping Behavior in Classical Athens" in Phoenix 64.3-4 (2010) 1-37. Chapter III is adapted from "Helping and Community in the Athenian Lawcourts" in Valuing Others in Classical Antiquity, edited by R. Rosen and I. Sluiter, 205-32, Leiden, 2010. Translations in the text are adapted from those found in the Loeb Classical Library (Harvard University Press), the Oratory of Classical Greece series (University of Texas Press), Connor (1971 ), Freeman (1948 , Krentz (1995) , MacDowell (1990 and 2000) , Todd (2007), and Whitehead (2000) . Greek texts are from the Thesaurus Linguae Graecae (University of California at Irvine). ix www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-02977-4 -The Limits of Altruism in Democratic Athens Matthew R. Christ Frontmatter More information -Acknowledgments -In this book, ancient passages that are cited on specific points are given exempli gratia rather than as comprehensive listings of all testimonia unless otherwise indicated. Abbreviated references to ancient authors and works are based primarily on those used in H. G. Liddell and R. Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon (ninth edition; revised by H. S. Jones and R. McKenzie), Oxford, 1996. Abbreviated references to modern scholarship are to the works cited in the bibliography at the end of this book. Abbreviations of periodicals in the bibliography follow the system of L'Année philologique.
x www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-02977-4 -The Limits of Altruism in Democratic Athens Matthew R. Christ Frontmatter More information
